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By Josef Cardinal Mindszenty
,As Told to Father Josef Veclq,y;

" Cardinal Mmdszenty told this story hl:;
Father Vecsey in several long conuermf ﬂ:
* tions. The paragraphs in parauthqux«nn ,
connective, explanatory or ducriptive
passages added by Father chtn. e
,THERE was a tank in front q.f us lead-

ing the way and snother behind us.

- The weather was fair and I rode In the
open front of a troop carricr. Every-
where along the way the 'pcople"had
heard we were coming and had run to
. kneel or stand by the roaduide and wave
flags at me that I should bléss them. Sev-

. eral times we stopped and 1 shook hands
with people T° ‘had ‘not seén for elght
" years and blessed .them all, .

~ The Hungarlan soldiers who ‘were driv-' :
“ing me, the ofdceta and enll’stéd men
allke, were {ull of hope and enthusiasm.
In the early mornlng, before dawn when
we started our journey from theu- bar-
racks at Retsag, I couldn't help smiling

. at them, téu{ng them ‘a ttle, “Well, my
- children,” I had asked then, “what guar-
anfee ¢ can you give me that you ) ‘will ‘take
me to ﬁudupest that we will reach Buda :
aarely’" :

At this the young soldiers grew very
serious. “Nothing but our llves.

These were the same soldiérs who hac
taken me from the Castle at Felsopeteny .
where I was a prisoner of the Bolsheviks
‘and who had brought me the. night be-

!fore to their barracks in Retsgg

We had arrived 2t the barracks in the
-late afternoon of Oct. 30 and decided
"then to wait until morning before driv-
ing about 60 kilometers to Budapest. The
.1anks could not.go very-fast and the
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e Mmdszenty Story

L Rev. Josef Vecuy. to whom.

; than five miles from the Cardinal:
v'-home at. Creh.
mimdszent. The
families were
close friends.
From the' age
of 10, Father
Vecsey was «
frequext visitor *
at the Cardi- |
nal's home.

was @
largely the Car- B
dinal’s influence - ' :
which. decided  Father Veesey. -
.him to become a priest. After Father
Veesey's own parents died, the Cardi
‘nal, then o young priest, would ,often
visit his home and ‘act as spiritual ad-
viser to the younger man :

nary at Budapest, was ordained in 1938

‘year (o take his doctorate in theology.
Then, ax the Cardinal's.protege, he was
assigned as curate to the parish where
the Cardinal was pastor;

-After the Cardinal was jailed in 1948,

Cardiral Mindszenty told his story, - erament jor permission for her to

“was born in-a Hungarian village less

"ermitted tb se¢ the Cardmal.\

’_ ‘ed Hungary.

¥ “bompnaﬂon of the sermons and writ-
- ingy of C&rdmal Mmdszehty

Father Vecscy studied at the semi-

and remained in Budapest another

< Father. Vdcsey cared for his mother,,

Mrs, Pehm. Ht also beqaed the gov-

visit her som. .. When: that- permission
was ﬁnallv granted he accompanied
‘he mother on many of ‘her trtpx to
‘he prison, although he himself was not

“Taen the sheological seminary where

¢ way teaching war disbanded by the
Jommunists, Because of his associa-
don with the Cardinal, he found that
e was marked for arrest. In 1952 hc

For two years, then, he- xtudecd ire
Rome. In 1034 he became relipious,
adviser to the Hungarian desk of Radtd
Free Eurape at Munich. In February;
1956, he went-40 Vienna to begin’'d

When ‘the revolition broke out, he "
went “ta Hungary. “My feeling was
that the ezile had ended,” he said, . At
the Cardinal’s wesidence in Budapest ’
he was received with open arms. For
the hext tbo day:, he tiever left the
Cardinal's side except to sleep. The
Cardinal told Jnm the story of his
arrest and hinprisonment,

When the revaolution eppeared
doomed, Father Vecscy was obliged to
return to the free world, He tool with
him full written autho*zzatwn to tell
his story. ~ .

soldiers belleved that for safety I should
have their escort all the way into the
city because there was still much shoot-

ing in the country. I paid a short visit to’

the pastor of the town and then went
back to the barracks where the soldiers
were fixing dinner.

The soldiers asked me if it was truo
that I had been sick and had been éared
for In a convalescent home, I told them

- that Rakost (deposed. Communist boss of

Hungary) had started these rumors and,
for the first time in connection with me,
he had told even a hailf truth. It was true
that I had been very sick but not one
word was. true ab'out the convalescent
homae,

As we talked, the news of my libera-
tlon reached the neighboring villages
and hundreds of people came to the bar-

———

OVER

Approved For Release 2005/01/05 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700650002-5



